[Atractylis gummifera: from poisoning to the analytic methods].
Atractylis L gummifera is a plant that causes every year serious and often deadly poisonings. In Morocco, 153 cases of poisoning have been recorded between January 1980 and June 1995 by the Moroccan Antipoison Centre. The ignorance by the clinicians, the fast evolution and the frequency of these poisonings are the origin of diagnosis problems. The solution of those problems is to detect atractyloside and carboxyatractyloside in the biologic liquids. Since several decades, some toxicological analytical methods were established in view of an assay. The aim of our paper is to describe the poisoning by this plant and to review the methods of toxicological analysis used from the colorimetric technique until the news recent chromatographic methods.